
 

 

 

In the Kitchen 
Pickleball Association of Bermuda Newsletter 

May/June 2023 

Events 

 

Grand Opening of WER Joell Tennis Stadium 

The WER Joell Tennis Stadium hosted a Pickleball Extravaganza to celebrate the official opening of the 

brand-new courts at the site on Saturday, June 3, 2023. The Extravaganza included a ribbon-cutting 

ceremony by Owen Darrell, the sports minister, as well as demonstration of pickleball techniques by elite 

players, open-play events, and those in attendance being given an opportunity to try their hand at the 

sport. To help meet the demand of the rapid growth of the sport in recent years on island, the 

Department of Youth, Sport and Recreation, in collaboration with the Pickleball Association of Bermuda, 

oversaw the conversion of existing tennis courts, designed to provide a state-of-the-art facility for players 

of all skill levels and ages to enjoy. 

Deloitte Open 2023 Pickleball Tournament 

The Deloitte Open Tennis and Pickleball Tournament will take place at Pomander Gate Tennis Club from 

June 18 to July 2. Pickleball events include: Men/Women Singles, Men/Women Doubles, Mixed Doubles, 

Junior Fun Event. 118 entries have been received. 

Programmes 
Schools 
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Commercial league 
In its 6th week, the CPL is going strong. There are 6 Division 1 and 8 Division 2 teams. They play on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays respectively and will run until July. We have received requests from 5 additional 
teams to join in the next round.  
 
PAB Mixers at WER Joell Tennis Stadium 

All are welcome. Participants are grouped by play level from beginner/intermediate and above. The cost 

is $5 to cover court fees. A WhatsApp group has been formed by participants, who are now running their 

own play. Formal, PAB-run mixers are run once per month. Anyone interested in participating should 

email pabermuda@gmail.com. 

Training & Certification: Updates to follow 

Table Talk 
Membership levels 
As at June 21, 2023, the PAB had 168 members (May 31, 2023 151 members). 
 
WER Joell Tennis Stadium 

As an indicator of uptake a resource needs, if possible, we will be reporting on court usage rates. 

 

In the news 
Media Mya. Have you ever heard of Pickleball? 

The Royal Gazette, June 3, 2023. An extravaganza of Pickleball to celebrate opening of new courts 

The Royal Gazette, June 3, 2023. Pickleball expansion continues with opening of new courts 

Government of Bermuda, June 2, 2023. Ministry to Support Pickleball Courts Opening 

Bernews, June 4, 2023. Photos, Video & 360: Pickleball Extravaganza 

The Royal Gazette, March 2, 2023. Hotel submits application for pickleball courts 

 

The World Stage 
International Pickleball Federation, Inc. 78 Member Countries, 86 Organisations including Bermuda 

Read the most recent Op Eds. “No Country Left Behind”, May 2023 and commentary on the state of the 

governing body, “Clean Up on Aisle Pickleball”, June 2023.  

 

Changing the Rules of the Game 

There were some rule changes for the game earlier this year! Here is a summary of some changes: 

• The serve shall be made with only one hand releasing the ball. While some natural rotation of 

the ball is expected during any release of the ball from the hand, the server shall not impart 

manipulation or spin on the ball with any part of the body immediately prior to the serve. 

• Players shall avoid wearing clothing that closely matches the ball colour 

• If the wrong score is called, the referee or any player may stop play before the return of serve to 

correct the score. 

• In officiated matches, the referee may call for a replay if the referee is not certain that one or 

more of the requirements of the serve 

For a look at all Rule changes and reasoning behind click here.  

http://pabermuda.com/
mailto:pabermuda@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1325758131305661
https://www.royalgazette.com/general/sport/article/20230605/an-extravaganza-of-pickleball-to-celebrate-opening-of-new-courts/
https://www.royalgazette.com/general/sport/article/20230603/pickleball-expansion-continues-with-opening-of-new-courts/
https://www.gov.bm/articles/ministry-support-pickleball-courts-opening
https://bernews.com/2023/06/photos-pickleball-extravaganza-event/
https://www.royalgazette.com/tourism/news/article/20230302/hotel-submits-application-for-pickleball-courts/
https://theipf.org/assets/op-eds/Op-Ed05012023Motto.pdf
https://theipf.org/assets/op-eds/Op-Ed06012023CleanUp.pdf
https://usapickleball.org/docs/USA-Pickleball-Rules-Change-Document-2023-v2.pdf
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Our Impact! 
Bermuda Pickleball Extravaganza 

June 3, 2023 
Impact Reporting 

   

This is us! 
6 hours of active play | 4 permanent courts, 1 practice court and a practice wall 
120-150 players rotating on courts throughout the day | Over 50 people serving 
in 60 supporting roles: planning, on-site volunteerism, vendors, sponsors, and 
promotion | 96 registered participants* | Over 120 attendees** | The majority of 

attendees, almost 70%, were women (33% were men) 
 

Player Age Summary # % 

Attendees aged 9 to19 years old 14 15% 

Attendees aged 19-54 years old 39 41% 

Attendees aged 55 years old and up 27 28% 

Attendees aged 70 years old and up 6 6% 

Majority of attendees were in their 30s, 40s and mid-50s 

Almost 40% of attendees had never played before 

Almost 50% of attendees had only played a few times 

   

Attendees by Gender # % 

Women 64 67% 

Men 32 33% 

   

Attendees by Age # % 

9+ 6 6% 

13+ 4 4% 

16+ 4 4% 

19+ 3 3% 

30+ 14 15% 

40+ 13 14% 

50+ 9 9% 

55+ 11 11% 

60+ 7 7% 

65+ 3 3% 

70+ 2 2% 

75+ 2 2% 

80+ 2 2% 

Not reported 16 17% 

   

Attendees by Level of Pickleball 
Experience # % 

A few times 44 46% 

Never 36 38% 

Not reported 10 10% 

Regularly 6 6% 

  

http://pabermuda.com/
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